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17th September 

2017 

Hexham Abbey Festival 21st—24th Sept 

Not many people will remember the founding of the Abbey Festival in 1953, but 
Sir Humphrey Noble and a loyal band of enthusiastic music lovers worked 
enormously hard in those early years to nurture a Festival of high quality music 
making using the very special acoustic spaces that the Abbey affords. One could 
say that ‘the rest is history’.  
Of course, an enormous amount of effort goes into a Music and Arts Festival and 
your ongoing and continuing support is hugely appreciated. It really does make all 
the difference! Right from its inception, Hexham Abbey Festival has brought some 
supreme artists to Hexham: Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears, for instance! Many 
more famous names followed, not to forget the monumental community project 
that was Noye’s Fludde.  

All the while, the Festival is underpinned 
by two home grown groups of 
musicians, all too easily taken for 
granted: the Festival Chorus and the 
Abbey’s Choirs. They have been working 
extraordinarily hard in rehearsal at a 
demanding French programme and 
along with two exceptional soloists are 
waiting to wow the Hexham audience 

with some beautiful music, some of which will be well known but not all!  The 
Abbey Choirs will take part in three main Festival services and they too have 
been hard at perfecting a wide range of church music to uplift our worship. Voices 
of Hope, National Choir of the Year, our local ensemble who perform the 
Candlelight Concert are a remarkable vocal sixteen who have recently embarked 
upon an exciting musical journey. This concert will be the last that VoH gives 
before going off to Helsinki to take part in the Euroradio ‘Let the Peoples Sing’ 
competition. Let’s turn up in significant numbers to hear them and wish them well 
on their travels. 
Space prevents discussing the whole of this year’s Festival offerings. For instance, 
the array of activities on Family Festival Saturday, the guitar concert, the jazz 
session and the coffee concert after next week’s Festival Eucharist. So please pick 
up a Festival Brochure or head on line to www.hexhamabbeyfestival.org.uk to see 
everything that’s being presented; the 
highest quality artistry packed into a 
short time scale. We are also on 
Facebook and Twitter. Remember, if you 
value live music making in your home 
town and district, please support the 
2017 Festival and tell your friends to 
come too, that way we can be sure that 
the 66th Festival in 2018 will be a reality! 
 
 
 



 

 

Who’s Who?  

My name is Shelagh Carter and I have been involved with the Abbey for 
25 years. 
What do you do in the Abbey?  I'm a sidesman, reader and sing in the 
Chamber Choir. 
What do you do outside the Abbey? Having worked in accountancy all my 
life, I now volunteer as a co-ordinator for the Northumbria Bloodbikes. 
What did you want to be when you were little?  I always wanted to be a 
PE instructor in the Army but my father would never let me join. 
What do you like to do in your spare time? Play sport, especially cricket 
and bowls at the moment. I've just started going back to hockey too having 
'retired' about 15 years ago. 
What is your greatest accomplishment? One of my greatest 
accomplishments is taking 7 wickets for only 11 runs in a game of cricket. 
When I excitedly told my husband, he said "Who were you playing, the 

Blind school?" I was not impressed. 
What is the worst gift you have ever received? A hoover, one Christmas. Very disappointed. 
What is the most daring thing you have ever done? Gone on a rollercoaster that did a loop the loop. I'm 
genuinely terrified of them. 
What three things do you hate the most? Bad grammar, Rudeness and Unsportsmanlike behaviour. 
Tell us a little known fact about yourself... When I was little, I practised for ages to be able to lift my 
eyebrows independently. I can still only do the left one though. I can also roll my tongue upside down. 

Congregation News 

THANKYOU! Many thanks to all who supported the Forever Parents coffee morning. A total of £250 was 
raised for Hexham Abbey. 

FOOD BANK Stock at the Food Bank is holding up quite well but they could do with more tins of meat , 
fish, fruit and orange squash or similar. As usual long life milk is always in demand.  

Alan Currie appreciates your prayers and concern. He is working to recover from a complex condition 
affecting his lungs. Doctors anticipate recovery but it’s a slow progress. No visiting please, but afternoon 
phone calls are welcome: 01434 607614 

Here’s one I made earlier… Jane and Toni need your help! Please can you collect large jar lids and bring 
them in to the parish office for soon-to be-revealed crafty purposes. Many 
thanks. 

Open the Book... 

Today at 10am we welcome Martha Flavell who is the regional representative 
for "Open the Book". This project, run by the Bible Society, aims to bring the 
Bible to life for every child in every primary school. Open the Book began in 
1999 and since then thousands of school children have discovered Bible stories, 
during assembly and collective worship. Children love stories – especially Bible stories when they’re 
interactive, engaging and fun. And yet, today, so many children could miss out on the great classic stories 
from the Bible – Noah, Daniel and the life of Jesus could be closed chapters if youngsters don’t get an 

opportunity to engage with the Bible. That’s why Open the 
Book is so important. It’s a four year programme of themed 
and dramatised storytelling at no charge to primary schools. 
Teams of volunteers throughout the country use drama, mime, 
props, costume – and even the children and staff themselves – 
to present the Bible stories in lively and informative ways. 
Martha will share something of her work with us and tell us 
what is happening locally - and how you could get involved. 

 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

CALLIGRAPHY WORKSHOP Lindisfarne Letters, Saturday 23rd September, 10-3pm  A 
work shop exploring  how to create decorated letters using the Lindisfarne Gospels as 
inspiration. Participants will also be introduced to the main script of the Gospel book and 
to elements of its decorative features.  Materials will be provided. £25—booking essential, 
E: halo@hexhamabbey.org.uk or T:01434 611906 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION in the Abbey, Monday 25th Sept, 5.30pm This will be a one-off gathering, with 
the hope of having some more regular meetings during October/November.  Anyone who is interested in 
experiencing this ancient form of prayer is very welcome.  No previous experience needed.  Further info/
questions: Bridget Hewitt 602897/ bridget.hewitt@btopenworld.com or just turn up!   

MOTHERS’ UNION and friends! The Mothers’ Union has produced a resource booklet 
to accompany the release of ‘Victoria and Abdul’. The Hexham Branch will be going to 
see the film at the Forum at 2:30pm on Tuesday 26th September, and staying on to 
discuss it over coffee afterwards. Everyone is welcome. Please let Matthew know by 
Sunday 24th September if you’d like a ticket. Cost: £5.50. 

SILVER SCREEN Classic Cinema and scones! This month Casablanca will be shown on Thursday 28th 
September at 2.30pm in the North Transept.  Free event. Donations welcome.  

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HEXHAM Annual General Meeting. Tuesday 3rd 
October, 9.15am, venue tbc. 

CTiH NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP An Evening of Christian celebration on 
Saturday 14th October, 6.30-8.00pm at Tynedale Function Suite, Hexham 
Auction Mart. Free admission. Donations welcome. 

FORTHCOMING: HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE, 2nd-11th October 2018 Led by the Dean of Durham and 
Dagmar our Rector. The brochures have arrived, do take one from the table in the Abbey if you are 
interested. There will be an information evening with the Dean of Durham, Dagmar and with a 
representative from McCabe in Durham on Wednesday, 4 October, 7:00 – 9:00pm in Prior’s Hall of 
Durham Cathedral. For sharing lifts, have a word with Dagmar. For those looking for something closer to 
home, there will also be an information event on Saturday 21 October, 10am, in the Wilfrid Room. 
 

Messy Church Success 

Last Sunday Hexham Abbey held its first ever Messy Church. Messy Church 
gives people the opportunity to think about the messages and stories of 
Christianity while having fun! Jane and Matthew led the session beginning 
with a ‘Hello’ song to welcome the 50 parents, grandparents, carers, children 
and volunteers who came along. This month’s theme was saying thank you 
and everyone was encouraged to try out a variety of messy activities to think 
about the theme. Invisible prayers were written, soap was carved, a thank you 

banner was created and card cut outs of people and biscuits were decorated. This was followed by an 
animation of the story of Jesus healing suffers of Leprosy with the focus on the thanks one man in 
particular gave to Jesus. The Afternoon ended with 
sandwiches, cakes and a song. Everyone had a very 
enjoyable afternoon and there was a real buzz and 
a lot of excitement about next month’s meeting. 
Many thanks to everyone who volunteered and to 
everyone who came along to have fun! 
The next Messy Church will be held in the North 
Transept at 3pm on Sunday 8th October. The 
theme will be salt & light and there will be stories, 
songs and crafts to reflect this idea. Do come along! 
 

 

 



 

 

For Your Prayers 

We pray for those who are unwell or who have asked for our prayers: 
Edna O’Neil, Sheila Jackson, Yvonne Roberts, Doreen Beniams, Alan Currie, Peter Barclay, Christopher Brown. 

We pray for those who have died and all those who mourn:  
Peggy Patterson, Ethel Robson, Stan Batey, Hazel Cessford, Robert Lorimer  

Contact the Parish Office T: 01434 602031 / E: admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk  
or visit the website: www.hexhamabbey.co.uk 

Abbey Services Diary  for the week beginning Monday 18th September 

9.00am Morning Prayer and 5.00pm Evening Prayer (Unless Choral Evensong) 

Tuesday 19th  12.00pm Holy Communion Nigel Warner 

Wednesday 20th 9.30am 
10.15am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion Mary Warner 
Tots’ Praise 
Choral Evensong Matthew Hunter 

Thursday 21tst 9.30am 
9.30am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion Dagmar Winter 
Prayer Group (Elizabeth Fish tel. 01434 601142) 
Choral Evensong Dagmar Winter 

Sunday 17th September                                      14th Sunday After Trinity—Green   

8.30am Holy Communion  

President Dagmar Winter 

10.00am Parish Eucharist Hexham Abbey Boys Choir 

President Janet Jackson Reader Jill Dexter 

Preacher Dagmar Winter Intercessor Sue Snow 

Setting Palestrina  Missa Brevis Hymns 615  163(t.28)  559  612  

Motet Farrell  O God, you search me and you know me Readings  Exodus 14:19—end 

Matthew 18:21—35  Organ J.S.Bach  Fantasia in G  BWV 572  

6.30pm Choral Evensong  

Officiant Matthew Hunter Reader Jonathan Hewitt 

Readings  Ezekiel 20:1—8, 33—44; Acts 20:17—end 

Canticles Purcell in E minor Hymns  673  678  

Anthem Fauré  Cantique de Jean Racine Response Ayleward Response 

Organ Fauré  Sicilienne 114 (Bairstow) Psalm 

Sunday 24th September                                      15th Sunday After Trinity—Green   

8.30am Holy Communion  President Matthew Hunter 

10.00am  Festival Eucharist    President Dagmar Winter Reader Lindsay Graham 

Preacher Michael Sadgrove Intercessor TBC 

Readings Phillipians 1:21-end; Matthew 20:1—16  

6.30pm Choral Evensong Officiant Nigel Warner Reader Richard Snow 

  Readings Ezekiel 33:23,30-34:10; Acts 26:1,9-25  



 

 

Festival Family Saturday  
Saturday 23rd September 

Art Workshops 

In the Style of Georges Rouault (1871-1958) Rouault is widely considered the 

greatest religious painter of the 20th century. Many of his pieces look like stained-glass as a result of his 
early experiences as an apprentice at a stained-glass window studio.  
Louisa Jackson (www.attheworkshop.co.uk) will support you to create a giant portrait of your own, using 
mixed techniques – watercolour, gouache and pastel applied on paper.  
Suitable for ages 5+ , Prior’s Hall, 10.30 – 12.00pm  
Tickets: £10 each child, available from the Hexham Abbey Gift Shop  

In the Style of Marcel Duchamp (1887-1968) Duchamp was a French artist whose 

work is most often associated with the Dadaist and Surrealist movements. Create your own boxed 
curiosity to take home inspired by his work ‘Box in a Suitcase’.  
Louisa Jackson (www.attheworkshop.co.uk) will be on hand with wire, mounts, magazines, printing 
blocks, card, envelopes, and other treasures to help you design your box.  
Suitable for ages 7+, Prior’s Hall, 1.30 – 3.00pm  
Tickets: £10 each child, available from the Hexham Abbey Gift Shop  

 

 

Music Workshops 

Singing Babies  
Suitable for ages 0 – 12 months. 2.00pm – 3.30pm, Wilfrid Room  
Tickets: £10 each baby with adult (including refreshments), extra adult spectator £5. Booking in 
advance essential at: louise@singingbabies.co.uk / t. 07595 372887 or 01434 604667 singingbabies.co.uk  

Skylarks Children’s Choir Parents/guardians are invited to share in a performance at 3.30pm 

to conclude the session.  
Tickets: £8 each child (including refreshments). Booking in advance essential at: 
louise@singingbabies.co.uk / t. 07595 372887 or 01434 604667 singingbabies.co.uk  

The Sound of French Philosophy An interactive experience! Dr. Adam Potts of Newcastle 

University specialises in twentieth-century French philosophy and will introduce us to his fascinating 
world of the philosophy of music and sound, and practical sound studies.  
11.00am – 12.00pm, Abbey  


