A Celebration of Flowers
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Hexham Abbey News

9th July 2017

Written by Sheila Dance
Last Sunday morning the Abbey Flower team took part in the Abbey Praise
service, in the run-up to the Flower Festival later this month. Members of the
team gave short addresses on the impact of flowers on the seasons of the year,
the seasons of the Church and the seasons of our lives. There was a short reading
and reflection on wild flowers and our local
landscape, and then a brief insight into the
Language of Flowers which was particularly
popularised in Victorian times, and on the origins
and history of these meanings. The flower team had
prepared quantities of various flowers and foliages,
labelled with their traditional meanings, such as
love, truth, peace, innocence and remembrance.
The congregation was then invited to come forward
and choose flowers and foliage according to their
particular mood and emotions, and they were
inserted into a large floral foam cross, with the
assistance of other members of the flower team,
with the stunning results shown in the photograph.
The Flower Festival begins with a special Choral
Evensong with the Chamber Choir on Thursday 20th
July to celebrate its opening. Flower themed events
take off on Friday 21st, and continue over the
weekend with live music, workshops, talks, food and
fun!

From the Archive: Under the Abbey Flags
Article kindly provided by Dr Stan Beckensall
The below picture and article detail the reburial of bones found to the south of
the Abbey in 1990 .

Who’s Who at Hexham Abbey?
Written by Lynn Caudwell who has been accepted to train for ordination.
Recently I attended a Bishops Advisory Panel In Ely in order to
complete a year of focussed discernment to explore my growing
sense of call towards ordination as a priest in the Anglican
Church. Last week I found out that this call has been confirmed . In
many ways this is the culmination of spending much of my adult life
wondering if I am being led along this path. However in other ways I
sense that I am at the beginning of something very new. This change
of focus comes to me in mid-life having been involved for many years
in Christian work with Wycliffe Bible Translators.
I will start my part time, two year training, this October which will be
fitted in alongside the lecturing in leadership that I do with my
husband Simon in Wycliffe and at Redcliffe College. Once the training
is completed I will be ordained first as a deacon and then as a priest.
Simon and myself would both appreciate your prayers and your
friendship as we learn to juggle responsibilities over this next phase
of life. He will continue on as Church Warden at Hexham Abbey whilst I come and go to various
placements, as I train. Please do feel free to come and ask me more about this development if you are
interested. I would be happy to chat to you. I believe that I am being sent out by Hexham Abbey and
would like people to be involved in that process as much as possible.

News
NEXT WEEK: Marcus’ Last Sunday Our Director of Music, Marcus
Wibberley will be moving to south London in August to take up the post of
Organist & Director of Music at St George’s Church, Beckenham. Marcus’
last Sunday with us will be next week, Sunday 16th July. If you wish to
contribute towards a collection for him please bring your gift to the Parish
Centre by Wednesday in an envelope marked “Marcus Wibberley
Farewell”. Cheques can be made payable to “Hexham Abbey PCC”. On
Sunday, be ready for cake after the service at 10am and a special Leavers
Choral Evensong at 6.30pm.
NEXT WEEK: Beaumont Street Closure On the morning of Sunday 16th
July, Beaumont Street will be closed until at least 9 o’clock due to the Hexham Half Marathon. There will
be no access to the front car park this morning but the rear car park will be accessible via Market Street.
Good luck to Matthew and Dagmar who are running.
NEW ASSISTANT ORGANIST APPOINTED You will have heard that our current Assistant Organist,
Michael Haynes, is to succeed Director of Music Marcus Wibberley when he leaves us for St George's
Church, Beckenham (Kent) in August. We are delighted to announce the appointment (subject to the
required DBS procedures) of a new Assistant Organist. His name is Keith Dale, currently Director of Music
in Northallerton Parish Church. Keith's first Sunday with us will be on 24th September.
VOLUNTEER: Hexham Half Marathon Marshals If anyone would
like to volunteer to help marshal the Hexham half marathon on
Sunday 16th July please contact Sally T: 01434 611903 or E:
development@hexhamabbey.org.uk or see Matthew after the
10am service. Hexham half marathon organisers have promised
to donate £50 to the Abbey for every marshal we can muster so
any help would be much appreciated. Marshals would need to be
at the Abbey no later than 7am and would be finished by 1pm.

Congregation News
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED We are currently evaluating our work with children and young people. We would
like to offer monthly Messy Church in the Autumn Term. For this, as well as Junior church (and other
potential plans afoot!) we urgently need additional volunteers. Please contact Matthew if you are
interested T: 01434 611901 or E: assocpriest@hexhamabbey.org.uk
BIBLE SOCIETY ’OPEN THE BOOK’, Thursday 13th July 11.00 am -12.00pm Currently 1,000s of children in
schools around the UK are hearing Bible stories each week in a fun, interactive and memorable way.
Come and find out how our local ecumenical team engages with one school in Hexham. The children love
it and other schools are now requesting visits too. See how the stories are told, listen to the experience of
the team and find out if this is something that you might like to get involved with. No one is too young or
too old to be a part of this! Join us in The Great Hall, Priory Buildings, refreshments provided. For more
info contact Jane: T: 01434 611906 or E: halo@hexhamabbey.org.uk
SERVICES ROTA FOR THE MONTHS AHEAD The rota for July, August and September are now up in the
outer vestry. I have also emailed everyone a copy. If you have NOT received my email please could you
get in touch via the Parish Office so I can update your contact information. Many thanks, Emily.
ELEVENSEES HELP! If anyone would be able to assist with coffee after the Sunday morning 10.00am
service please could you let Emily in the parish office know. Any extra help, on a regular basis or on the
odd occasion, would be much appreciated. Contact T: 01434 602031 or E: admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk

Upcoming Events
THIS WEEK: PHELPS ORGAN SERIES next concert Saturday 22nd July, 6.00pm The second recital in the
Phelps Organ Summer Series will be by Marcus Wibberley. Performances continue every other Saturday
throughout the Summer. Look forward to music from Roger Judd (5th August), Michael Haynes (19th
August), Peter King (2nd September) and Stephen Farr (16th September). Free entry, retiring collection.

HEXHAM ABBEY FLOWER FESTIVAL, Friday 21st – Sunday 23rd July Come along
over this long weekend of floral family fun at Hexham Abbey. There will be over 40
amazing flower displays in the Abbey and family activities on the Cloister lawn, plus
a marquee with workshops, talks and demonstrations on all manner of flower
related themes going on everyday. Music, food, craft, entertainment and flowers,
what better way to begin the Summer holidays. For more information visit our
website, or email events@hexhamabbey.org.uk. Free to attend.
AFTERNOON TEA, Sunday 23rd July Come and enjoy Afternoon Tea in
Lady Beaumont’s Regency Ballroom for a delicious selection of homemade
bakes, scones and sandwiches. Booking essential - £12.95 per person or
book a table of 6 for £60. Contact Jane T: 01434 611904 or E:
jane@hexhamabbey.org.uk

LUNCHTIME CONCERT Altrincham Choral Society Concert, Sunday 30th July, 1pm Enjoy a 45 minute
lunchtime recital of choral favourites in the tranquil setting of the Abbey. Free entry, retiring collection.
Everyone welcome.
THE HANDLEBARDS PRESENTS A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM, Saturday 12th
August, 6.30pm The HandleBards are the world’s first cycling theatre company.
This summer they are returning to Hexham Abbey to perform their hit all-male
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream in Prior Leschman’s Garden (outside
the Refectory café). Order a light supper in the Refectory beforehand or bring
your own picnic. Interval refreshments available. Tickets: £12-15, (under 16’s
free with an adult) available from www.handlebards.com/tickets. Refectory café
bookings: 01434 611907

Sunday 9th July Fourth Sunday After Trinity—Green
8.30am

Holy Communion (Officiant Matthew Hunter)

10.00am

Parish Eucharist (President Mary Warner & Preacher Matthew Hunter)

Setting

Mozart Coronation Mass

Reader

Motet

Duruflé Ubi caritas

Intercessor Judi Cornforth

Voluntary Du Mage Grand Jeu (Livre d’Orgue)

Readings

Rosemarie Herdman

Genesis 24:34–38; 42–47; 58–end

Hymns

119, 233, 683, 197 (t. NEH 408)

6.30pm

Choral Evensong (Officiant & Preacher Nigel Warner & Reader Raymond Dance)

Canticles

Brewer in D

Anthem

Stanford For lo, I raise up

Leighton Responses

Voluntary Stanford Postlude in D minor
Hymns

Matthew 11:16–19, 25–end

Readings

2 Samuel 2:1–11; 3:1

Luke 18:31–19:10

307, 524

Abbey Services Diary
9.00am Morning Prayer and 5.00pm Evening Prayer (Unless Choral Evensong)
Tuesday 11th June

12.00m

Wednesday 12th June 9.30am

Thursday 13th June

Holy Communion (Nigel Warner)
Holy Communion (Michael Jackson)

10.15am

Tots’ Praise

6.30pm

Choral Evensong (Dagmar Winter)

9.30am

Holy Communion (Dagmar Winter)

9.30am

Prayer Group (Elizabeth Fish tel.01434 601142)

6.30pm

Choral Evensong (Matthew Hunter)

Sunday 16th July Fifth Sunday After Trinity—Green
8.30am

Holy Communion (Officiant Janet Jackson)

10.00am Parish Eucharist (President & Preacher Frank Dexter)
Reader

Margaret Massey

Intercessor Simon Caudwell

6.30pm

Choral Evensong with Prizegiving and Farewell to Leavers
(Officiant & Preacher Dagmar Winter)

For Your Prayers
We pray for those who are unwell or who have asked for our prayers:
Edna O’Neil, Stan Batey, Sheila Jackson, Yvonne Roberts, Doreen Beniams, Alan Currie.
We pray for those who have died and all those who mourn:
Dorothy Smith (Linda Thornton’s mother), Ethel (Pam) Priest, John McIntyre, Derek Mynard

Contact the Parish Office T: 01434 602031 / E: admin@hexhamabbey.org.uk
or visit the website: www.hexhamabbey.co.uk

