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“Friends of Abbey Music plays a vital role in supporting the 
continuing choral and musical tradition of the worshipping 
life at Hexham Abbey. Grants from the 'Friends' support this 
tradition and so contribute to the music that lifts up our 
hearts and minds.  Please consider joining me in becoming a 
'Friend' and supporting our work.” 

The Revd. Graham Usher 
Rector of Hexham Abbey 

Who are we? …… 
….What are we trying to achieve?  

 
FOAM is a registered charity set up to raise money in 
order to maintain the Abbey's musical excellence. 
Objectives include: 
�  Helping to maintain the services of a professional 

Director of Music and an Assistant Organist. 
�  Providing choral and organ scholarships. 
�  Sponsoring vocal training workshops for the 

choirs. 
�  Promoting performances featuring Abbey 

musicians as part of their musical education. 
�  Encouraging wider musical activities in the Abbey. 
�  Offering some free starter music lessons to 

choristers 

 

History of Hexham Abbey  
The Abbey was founded in the 7th century by St. 
Wilfrid. Its musical tradition began with his 
successor St. Acca. This great bishop obtained 
from Canterbury a singer to teach the monks and 
enrich the worship of the splendid Saxon church. In 
the Middle Ages an Augustinian monastery 
occupied the site with much of the architecture now 
incorporated in today’s Abbey Church. This attracts 
not only a large and lively congregation but also 
thousands of visitors annually. 

Musical Excellence  
The music team is headed by the Director of Music 
and includes a Men and Boys Choir, a Girls Choir, 
Chamber Choir and a Music Group. There are 
currently 4 weekly choral services each week 
during school terms as well as music for special 
services and occasional concerts. 
The Abbey Choir has travelled abroad in Europe, 
appeared on TV & Radio and recorded CDs 
(Available in Abbey Shop). 

Musical Life in the Abbey  
Music plays an important part in the regular worship of 
our Abbey and the community life of our town. 
The organ, designed by the distinguished American 
builder Lawrence Phelps and installed in 1974, is 
considered to be one of the country’s finest organs. It is 
featured in concerts and recitals by national and 
international artists. 
The grand piano is an important resource for more 
informal services, concerts and chamber music. 
An annual highlight is the Hexham Abbey Festival in 
September. This is independently run and provides a 
platform for high calibre concerts. The Candlelight 
Concert sung from the Night Stairs is a memorable 
feature. 

The Benefits of Membership  
As a regular supporter of the Friends you will receive 
an annual newsletter and a free ticket for a concert in 
the Abbey followed by a reception.  Friends of Abbey 
Music receive details of forthcoming events with 
advance booking facilities and discounts for the festival. 
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APPLICATION FORM 
I would like to become a Friend of Abbey Music…. 
 
Name ................................................................................  
 
Address ................................................................................  
 
 ................................................................................  
 
Postcode ..............................  Tel:..........................................  
 
Email ................................................................................  
 
Signature ................................................................................  
 

Minimum Subscriptions Amount 
Individual (per annum)..........................................£30  

Joint  (per annum) ...............................................£50  

Friend for Life ....................................................£150  

Joint Friend for Life ...........................................£250  

I would like FOAM to claim back the tax on all my 
donations until further notice…(Please tick) 

 

Gift Aid 
Please tick the box above if you are a UK taxpayer so we can claim 
back 28p for every £1 you give.  Please remember to tell us if your tax 
status changes or you are no longer a taxpayer. 
 
How to Pay: 
Please make your cheque payable to ‘Friends of Abbey Music’ sent with 
this form to: 
Friends of Abbey Music, Hexham Abbey Parish Centre 
Beaumont Street, Hexham 
Northumberland. NE46 3NB 
Tel: 01434 602031 Fax: 01434 606116 
Registered Charity No.: 1046095 
 
Banker’s Standing Order:  
To: The Manager (Name & Address of your Bank or Building Society): 
 
.........................................................................................................  
Please pay: 
FRIENDS OF ABBEY MUSIC,  
Barclays Bank PLC, Priestpopple, Hexham, NE46 1PE 
(sort code: 20-40-09, Acc No. 10934593) 
 
£ on  (date of 1st payment), and a like sum 
Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly (delete appropriate) thereafter until further 
notice. 
Signed ..................................................  Dated:...........................  
 
Account No: ................................................................  
 
Full Name & Address ................................................................  
 
 .........................................................................................  
 
 .........................................................................................  
 
 .........................................................................................  
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